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union ever propounded. Both politically and economically this imperialism was founded on ideas that have their roots far back in English history. Politically Adam Smith looked to the development of the British constitution; with representatives from every part of the empire, and with the monarchical and democratic elements growing in due proportion. Economically his ideal was that the empire should furnish one immense internal market for the produce of every part of it; and that for imperial needs certain taxes (of which taxes on land and customs duties are of special interest) should be levied throughout the empire on a uniform system.
The climax of the argument of the Wealth of Nations is an appeal to British statesmen, and to the British people both in the mother country and in the colonies to convert the project of empire into the reality.
Equally erroneous are popular ideas on Adam Smith's treatment of free trade and protection. Here also his point of view is national and imperial and not cosmopolitan. He emphasises more than any' subsequent writer the importance of the home market, and the advantage of the employment of the capital of the country within the country; so strong indeed is his view on the encouragement of home labour and home industries that he has been claimed by protectionist writers as the founder of protection. And yet, as all the world knows, it was to Adam